 Day 1: December 29—FAMILY

 Day 4: January 1—PRAYER

 Day 7: January 4—HOPE

Young Alfred Bessette lost both his father
and his mother at a very young age; he and
his siblings were then split up among
relatives and friends. It may have been this
lack of an earthly family that sparked his
great and constant devotion to the Holy
Family of Jesus, Mary, and Joseph. He
would prove to be a true “brother” to all
whom he met. Let us pray today that St.
André’s Parish will always imitate him for whom
it is named: that it be a community of true
brothers and sisters—a gathering of the family of
God.

Br. André was a man of prayer. He learned
to pray as a child at the knee of his mother.
He prayed the rosary while traveling
countless miles by car. He walked the
Stations of the Cross almost every day.
When he would visit Malone (so the story
goes) his first concern would be to find out
the time for early Mass the next morning. He
would say, “When you say to God, ‘Our
Father,’ he has his ear right next to your
lips.” Let us pray today that St. André’s Parish
will always imitate him for whom it is named:
that it will be a community of constant prayer.

Br. André’s closest associates noted that he
was always cheerful. “Happiness comes
from God,” he would say, “and sadness from
the devil.” But his contagious smile was a
sign of something deeper than his quick wit
and delight in a good joke. “The way he
talked about heaven,” wrote a friend, “and
his face always radiant with joy clearly
showed his great hope.” Let us pray today that
St. André’s Parish will always imitate him for
whom it is named: that it will be a community of
joyful hope.

 Day 2: December 30—VOCATION

 Day 5: January 2—HEALING

 Day 8: January 5—CHARITY

Alfred Bessette—sickly and uneducated—
was not an ideal candidate when he sought
to enter the Congregation of Holy Cross.
Yet his parish priest wrote a letter of
recommendation that said, “I am sending
you a saint.”
Every Christian has a
particular call from God: to marriage or the
single life; to be a priest, deacon, or
consecrated religious. But we all also share a
common vocation: the call to be holy, the
call to be saints. Let us pray today that St.
André’s Parish will always imitate him for whom
it is named: that it will be a community which
nurtures and fosters vocations.

 Day 3: December 31—WELCOME
When he arrived at Notre-Dame College, Br.
André was given the job of doorkeeper. He
would say, “My superiors showed me to the
door…and I remained there for 40 years!”
At the College and later at St. Joseph’s
Oratory, he would welcome millions of
visitors. He spoke few words, but always
greeted people kindly and listened to them
attentively. It would not be too much to say
that his hospitality was heroic. Let us pray
today that St. André’s Parish will always imitate
him for whom it is named: that it will be a
community of warm welcome.

As word of miracles began to spread, the sick
flocked to Br. André. Having been sickly his
entirely life, he understood their distress and
treated them with great compassion. The
sicknesses with which people came to him
were not always physical, and not everyone
walked away with a cure. “People who
suffer,” he said, “have something to offer to
God. When they succeed in enduring their
suffering, that is a daily miracle.” Let us pray
today that St. André’s Parish will always imitate
him for whom it is named: that it will be a
community of healing.

Maybe it was because Br. André grew up in
such poverty, had great difficultly finding
and keeping a job as a young adult, and then
gave up all claim to worldly possessions
when he made his religious vows, that he
had such genuine concern for the poor. His
pockets may have been empty, but his heart
was always full and love—both God’s love
and his own—was something he shared
freely and generously. Let us pray today that
St. André’s Parish will always imitate him for
whom it is named: that it will be a community of
real charity.

 Day 6: January 3—FAITH
Br. André had an unshakeable faith. When
he first dreamed of building an oratory on
Mount Royal in honor of St. Joseph, his
religious community did not yet own the
land where he believed it should be built.
When work on the great basilica came to a
halt due to the Great Depression, Br. André
simply said, “Place a statue of St. Joseph in
the middle of the building; if he wants a roof
over his head, he’ll see that one is provided.”
It was not long before construction resumed.
He proved that faith can—literally—move
mountains. Let us pray today that St. André’s
Parish will always imitate him for whom it is
named: that it will be a community of strong faith.

 Day 9: January 6—WITNESS
Br. André spent his entire life talking to God
about other people and talking to other
people about God. He did so with great
modesty and humility. “I am nothing,” he
would say, “only a tool in the hands of
Providence.” Far more numerous than the
miraculous cures worked at his hands were
the souls drawn closer to the Lord by his
good example. He continues from heaven to
bring people to God. Let us pray today that St.
André’s Parish will always imitate him for whom
it is named: that it will be a community which
gives living witness to Christ.

How to Make This
Parish Novena

Saint André Bessette

Each day, during the time you have set aside
for prayer…

Parish Novena to
Saint André Bessette

1. Begin by making the Sign of the Cross.
2. Read the daily reflection on the life of Br.
André and the daily intention for St.
André’s Parish.
3. Carefully consider how you might
personally contribute to this particular
goal for parish life and then make a
resolution to do so.
4. Say an Our Father, a Hail Mary, and a
Glory Be.
5. Then say the following prayer to St.
André:
Saint Brother André,
we celebrate your presence among us.
Your loving friendship
with Jesus, Mary, and Joseph
makes you a powerful intercessor
with the Father.
Compassion carries your words
straight to God’s heart,
and your prayers are answered
and bring comfort and healing.
Through you,
from our lips to God’s ear,
our supplications are heard…
Here state the parish intention
and your personal intentions
We ask to be made a part
of God’s work, alongside you,
in the spirit of prayer,
compassion and humility.
Saint André Bessette, pray for us.
6. Conclude by again making the Sign of the
Cross.

 August 9, 1845
Born Alfred Bessette in Saint-Grégoired’Iberville, Québec, the eighth of 12 children
 December 27, 1870
Accepted as a novice in the Congregation of
Holy Cross in Montréal and takes the name
Brother André
 October 19, 1904
Dedication of the first small chapel in honor
of St. Joseph on Mount Royal
 May 1-2, 1928 & November 6-7, 1933
Documented visits to his relatives living in
Malone, New York
 August 31, 1924
Cornerstone is laid for the future basilica
church of St. Joseph’s Oratory
 January 6, 1937
Dies at the age of 91 after a remarkable life
 October 17, 2010
Canonized by Pope Benedict XVI in Rome
 July 1, 2014
The Catholic parishes in and around Malone
unite to form the new Saint André Bessette
Roman Catholic Parish, Malone, New York
ST. ANDRÉ BESSETTE PARISH
PO Box 547, Malone, NY 12953
518-483-1300  www.standres.org
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